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Cornelia Guest
New York, New York

radousliving can belearned but in
Corndia Guedt’s case it's part of her DNA. With desgn and gardening maven
C. Z. Gued for amother and the Duke and Duchess of Windsor as godparents
onemight imagneahead dat in the syle department.

Some of Corndias childhood memories indude doing her homework fter
ghool in Hagon's New York gparttment and playing gameswith Andy Wearhol
when he would vigt Long Idand. But her childhood a0 feastured horssback
riding and romping with family pets both of which engendered in he af erce
love of animas As an avid vegan, she hasturned her passon into commerdd
venturesinduding “crudty-freg’ fashion and vegen catering.

T ough Corndia moves comfortably through the worlds of high fashion and
high odety, he is d a Hf-confesssd homebody, hoging amdl dinner paties
where she cooks organic and vegen medsserved on harloom chinaand slver; and
garden getheringswheresheaullsfrom her mother'soollection of D. Porthault f ord-
printed tabledothsand cutsf owersfrom the garden for table arrangements

Corndiaisdevoted to living af owe-f lled life Lilly Pulitzer sundresses with
vibrant f ord patterns bloom-covered linens and fresh arangamentsaremaindays
of her ummer gyle She gathers peonies dahliss and roses from the garden and
atfully placesindividud gemsin antique goothecary bottles on awindowsll or
marching down adining room table When asked about the orchidsin the grean
pladicpotsin thewindowsa Templeton, her family home, shequips “My mother
dwaysldt the orchidsin thar origind pots—I f gured, if it was good enough for
her, it'sgood enough for me” Sheisvery down-to-earth about her gardening ills
“When my mother died, | knew nothing about f owersand gardening. | turned to
her expartsand asked them to teach me It'sbeen alabor of love and | think of her
whenever I'm in the garden—and other times too.”






CORNELIASPICKSFORLIVING FLORAL
BENTERIAINING

Don't redecorate a room or put your pets
elsewhere—your guests are coming to your house,
and it'swhere you live. Sharing a glimpse into
your life is part of entertaining and isasimportant
asall the other aspects of your party.

Snce lam a committed vegan, my guests know
that I'll be serving vegan meals. It'simportant to me
that | serve deliciousfood, and whether you're
vegan, vegetarian, or even a carnivore, be sure

the food tastesand looks good.

Linensare like clothes—they’re an opportunity

to expressonestaste and personality. I've been able
to cull from my mother’s extensive collection of
linensthrough the years, from specially printed
Forthault tableclothsfor a playful outdoor feel to
more formal Frette and Yves Delorme pieces.

Il even throw an Indian-print spread over a table

if 'm having a casual party.
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ABOVE: CorndiaGues sstsasummer outdoor luncheon with avintage Porthault tabledoth, family slver, and informa semware,
dl crowned with lusciousgarden roses, caaudly arranged in aM golicartypelettuce-ware pitcher. OPPOSI TE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP
LEFT: Heirloom Dodie T ayer lettuce ware pairswel with Corndids more formd f ord chinaand kespsthings caaud. Corndia
perusesher collection of Porthault tabledoths which both her mother, C. Z., and she have collected through theyears A fulsome
bed of rosesjug beyond abay window & Corndidsancesrd home, Templeton. PREVIOUSSPREAD: For an dfresco feedt in the oak
dlée, Corndiathrew amadas®t oread and doth from LesIndiennesover themiddle of thetablejugt to soften the ef ect.
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Rchard keith Langham
Water Mill, New York

n an elawhen amog everything,
induding desgn, iswiddly accessbleviathelnternet and socid media, and
trends come and go before some even have time to acknowledge them, in-
terior desgne Richard Keith Langham is arefreshingly esablished name
with arich and timdessgdyle T ereisan erudite gravitasto hisworks ba-
anced by the adamant refusd to take himsdf too serioudy. Hisroots are
in the Degp South—Brewton, Alabama, to be exact, which he creditsin
part to hisinteres in interiors “1 used to say that when you grow up in a
andl town, thereignt anywhereto go but your own house, 0 it better be
pretty. But there were actudly a number of beautifully gopointed houses
that piqued my early intered,” he sys Keith's resume includes Parsons
Sthool of Desgn, an early and invaluable apprenticeship with the desgn
legend Mark Hampton, adgnif cant gint with the English country house
af donado Kath Irvine, and ayear pent sudying in England.

Soit'sno aurprisetha hisinteriors pesk with adecidedly British accent.
When asked about hiscountry houseon Long Idand, hebreezily repponds,
“Oh, the ‘Witch's Hat’ house? It's nothing fancy, jug a place for me to
goend weekends and have casud suppers with friends. . . My houseisa
mishmash of cagof s from jobs some herlooms tha need dipcovering,
and thevery f ra pair of Chrigopher Soitzmiller lamps” T edesgn islike
theessence of tha nonchdant, faded degance o uniqueto British sngbil-
ity. Tucked behind a sgnature Hamptons hedge, the chocolate-shingled,
sAimon-shuttered American Queen Ann—-gyle “Witchs Hat” trumpets a
sense of playfulness, charming al who gpproach.






On asoring or summer evening, the desgner
favorsdining dfresco. T e snirée generdly begins
with cool drinks and light hors d'oeuvresin his
tented pavilion overlooking a pool framed by
four plagic pink famingos—a decidedly not-
too-srioustouch. T en guetsamble over to the
wrgparound front porch and gather & agracious
round table for one of Langham's ddicious and
amplesuppersof fresh cream of squash soup with
«dlions chicken pallard, arugula and tomato
sdad, and agpparagus—and for dessert, mango
orbet and gingersngp cookies

T ere ae dways f owers on the table and
throughout the house. T e hog dther cutsfrom
copious drifts of hydrangess in the garden and
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LEFT: T e panted white porch of
Richard Keith Langham's “Witch's
Hat” home nods to his growing up
in the South, where light colors are
used to cool things of in the sum-
mer. OPPOSITE: Antique wicker fur-
niture was painted chocolate brown
to match the exterior of the summer
housg, and the cushions are covered
in a lively sdmon gripe. PREVIOUS
PAGE: Kdth sts a cool and inviting
table for one of hissummer suppers
with an informd duger of dematis
soilling over thetop of apitcher.

loosdy arranges the blooms in an asortment of
witty and artigic containers or cdlsin Bridge
hampton f orig Michad Grim to work hismagic
for a more daborate look. T e table is dways
dresd in one of the designe’s many exotic tex-
tilesfound in histravelsor a cheerful f ord-print
fabric repurposed asatabledoth.

Keth's dfresco evenings are a rich gew of
ocean breezes, candldight, and aplaylig of gan-
dards jazz, and Motown, as well as good food,
pretty f owers and a geady sream of lively con-
verstion. “I lovean ambiencethat wrgpsitsarms
around you, where everyone feds welcome, and
oecid, and jud a little bit goiled,” says Keith.
It's Southern hogpitdity on Long Idand to aT.
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ABOVE: The pool house, situated at the end of the lawn facing the
pool, is dressed in blues and whites and provides a cool respite
on a summers day. LEFT: Pre-dinner drinks are often served
in the tented pavilion by the pool. The plastic pink flamingos
keep things playful and fun. FOLLOWING SPREAD, LEFT PAGE,
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Keith loves the Southern accent
of a magnolia bloom floating in a bowl paired with seashells
and starfish from New England. Keith awaits his guests on the
front porch. Peaches, a piece of coral, ceramic oyster shells, and
plates await the staging of dinner on the porch. RIGHT PAGE:
Michael Grim, of Bridgehampton Florists, created an informal

arrangement of viburnums and mock orange for the pool house.




KETH'SPICKSFORLIVING FLORAL
BENTERIAINING

Entertaining out East during the summer months
callsfor really refreshing but smple drinks. Ill have a
swath of juicesand sparkling watersfor those who don't
partakein stronger drink, and a full bar and good

wine selection for those who do. Occasionally, Ill come
up with a fizzy, festive specialty cocktail that can

also be served asa “mocktail”

Reople are the secret sauce. | like to have a guest

list that'smixed and interesting. | also like to laugh
and havefun, so linclude friendswho are clever and
witty and a few who are beautiful. |do not include
unpleasant people. | don't think anyone goesto a
dinner party hoping to find themselvesin the middle of
a heated argument—and for those who do, they can
host their own soirée. | do enjoy a lively discussion,
but it cannot degenerate into verbal figticuffs—that’s
just not good manners. Lighthearted nonsense
ismy favorite topic.
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CharlotteMoss
New York, New York

fter ahectic wesk that could
eadly entall everythingfrom ahouseingdlation to apresentation on her latest
book to stheming new desgnsfor her various product collections interior
desgne Charlotte Moss pullsinto the driveway of her sscond homein Eag
Hampton. In wha seems like a New York minute, she kicksof her heds
dipsinto comfortable dogs and makesabedineto thef ower room to grab
abasket and apar of dippers “Beforel even go upgarsto unpack my bag, |
heed draight for the garden,” she says Dasy and Buddy, Charlottesfathful
Cavdier King Charles panids usudly scamper dongsde, ashagppy astheir
midress to leave dity life behind for fragrant English roses and boxwoods
meandering pathways and plenty of nooksand cranniesthat demand further
invedtigation. “I groll the garden to ssewhat’shgppening and in bloom, and
dart cutting to make arrangementsfor thehouse” saysCharlotte

Not only fresh f owers but do trandated ones f ourish throughout the
gacesCharlottecrestes T ey can beasddicateasliliesof thevdley rendered
in porcdan, as exuberant as a chintz or block-printed fabric envdoping a
bedroom, or as ref ned as a chinoiserie walpgper of blooming branches
in adining room. “I'm Southern, 0 f owers run through my veins | was
rased in Virginiaby women who had them dl around,” she says “It wasnot
necessarily about bringing the outdoorsin; it was about making ahome fed
welcoming and gracious”

However, when Charlotte and her hushand, Barry Friedberg, f re gootted
what they now cdl Boxwood Terrace, it didnt immediatdy sy “wdcome”
dther in a Southern accent or a Long Idand one It was a Somewha
unremarkablegpechouseon threegoraningacresthat festured nolandscgping






to goeek of other than ahandful of oak trees apear
dlée and an abundance of arborvitae “It wasthe
view from theliving room window to the backyard
that captured me | imagined what could be” says
Charlotte Given her ill for cresting houses
that are as livable asthey are beautiful, it was no
aurprisetha Charlotte would trandorm the house
into aplacethat fedslikehome. But it wastheidea
of the garden to come—the frg of her own—a
blank canvas where her artigic touch and passion
for deal could redly take root, that exdited the
desgner modg.

Charlotte enliged the hushand-and-wife team
of Lisa Sanm and Dde Booher—she, a garden
desgner and he an architet—to guide and asss
in bringing her vison to life Smilar to Charlotteés
interiors the garden unfolds in a series of rooms

LEFT: One of the dedgna’s favorite
ots to unwind is by the poodl in a
generoudy scded  McKinnon  and
Harrissofa “1 lovetha moment when
you g&t tha blag of sun and the light
isfabulous It'sjus me the birds and
the dogs” oPPOSTE: T e desgne
refersto her f ower room asher therapy
room. “It'swherel goto putter, Hect a
vase, ligen tomusc, and power down,”
shesays PREVIOUSPAGE: On summer
dternoons she often s a beautiful
table on the terrace with her edtendve
collection of linensand tebleware

and moments “I didn't want one big reved,” she
sys “By havingahedgeor awakway or agructure
with something behind it, you are condantly
making discoveries” Samm grongly encouraged
Charlotteto devdop along-range plan. “It sounds
abit trite, but it'sso important, because of the way
things grow. Above dl, a garden requires patience,
omething that haant dways come naturdly to
me” says Charlotte More than two decades later,
her vison hasbeen f rmly exablished, dbat it'sone
that has shifted and sharpened its focus whether
due to necessty (Mother Nature sometimes has
other plansin gore) or the desgner’'s never-ending
guest to research and implement new idess
“Ultimatdy, we want to fed that we havent
jug arived a ahouse, weve arrived a theplace—
wherewe can redly unwind,” says Charlotte







Often the couple has weekend guests in
tow, and the designer’s love of entertaining slips
into gear. On summer afternoons, she’ll plan
for a buffet-style meal on the terrace. Although
the mood may be decidedly low-key and the
attire caftans and swimsuit cover-ups, she'll
still arrange a dining-room-worthy tablescape
with china (often of her own design), colorful
linens, and casually composed garden flowers
in pieces from her extensive collection of
baskets, vases, and jardinieres. “If the flowers
look spontaneous and relaxed, they make
people relax,” says Charlotte.

But just as in the richly layered houses
she decorates, nothing in the garden escapes
her notice—even an errant dead leaf will be
plucked and tossed before she finally sits down
with cockrail or iced tea in hand. “I tell everyone
in my design office if they’re not thinking about
the wastepaper basket that goes underneath
that beautiful George III writing table, they’re
missing the boat. The same principle is true in
the garden. Paying attention to the smallest of
details is what I do.”

Boxwood Terrace, Charlotte Mosss weekend getaway in East
Hampton, New York, provides a much-needed respite from
her fast-paced life as a designer, as well as allows her to create
beauty in her downtime with pursuits she is passionate about—
gardening, entertaining, and flower arranging.
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CHARLOTTESPCKSFORLVING ALORAL

GARDENING

Patience isrewarded. Gardens can't alwaysbe about
instant gratification. [ remember Lisa Samm, who
collaborated and guided me on our garden, saying, “Let’s
do climbing hydrangea on the oaksand in five yearsit
will look great.” Ithought, are you kidding—that long?

I eventually realized Iwasgoing to have to grow old
sowly with some of those trees. Now it hasbeen more
than twenty years, and the climbing hydrangea rockson.

Qylistic tastes, like the garden, evolve. Inthe

beginning, lwanted that perfect English herbaceous
border—my Gertrude &kyll moment—with undulating
color and a riot of blooms. The maintenance made me
crazy. Astime went by, lwanted to simplify my life,

and the more gardens | saw, the more | appreciated
the glory of green, and what could be done in shaping
it and the architecture of the garden.

Brerything doesn't have to be a lifelong commitment.
Change can happenin pots. It doesn't have to
happen in the ground. A cluster of containersin the
right place allows me so much freedom to
experiment with color, texture, and height.
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ABOVE: Charlotteiscontinudly ingpired to bring idessfrom her travdshome Shewas 0 enchanted with thewillow gructuresa FrancgsPrieuré
NotreDame d'Orsan tha she asked the head gardener, Gilles Guiillot, to create Smilar festuresin her own garden, induding what she cdlsthe
hickory pavilion. OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: A porcdan basket holdsrosesfrom the garden. “When therosesarein bloom, therésa
lot of pink in the garden,” saysCharlotte, who f ndsrdaxation in tending them and dipping blossomsfor arangements A Chinesefretwork piece
tha once bdonged to Bunny Mdlon isf lled with potted fernsand large-lesf begonias
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